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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Campus leaders receive awards at WGS Festival 
At the conclusion of the Seventh Annual 
Women and Gender Studies Festival, Grand 
Valley leaders Marlene Kowalski-Braun and 
Mary Seeger were recognized for their efforts 
in advancing women's issues on campus. 
Kowalski-Braun, director of the Women's 
Center, received the Maxine Swanson Award, 
during the March 19 awards ceremony in the 
Cook-DeWitt Center. The Women's 
Commission presents the Swanson award to 
an individual who has contributed to an envi-
ronment that supports the rights of all women 
at Grand Valley. 
During her tenure at the Women's Center, 
Kowalski-Braun has collaborated with other 
departments to sponsor programs focused on 
diversity, sexual assault, eating disorders, 
domestic violence, and alcohol awareness, 
among others. 
In her introduction, Women's Commission 
member Betty Gilmore said, "Marlene's energy, 
dedication, and capable leadership, as well as 
her collaboration with other departments have 
touched the lives of many students and 
members of this community." 
Seeger, dean of Academic Resources 
and Special Programs and longtime 
professor at Grand Valley, was 
presented with the Barbara Jordan 
Award in recognition of her commit-
ment to women's educational and 
equality issues. 
Seeger has been a recipient of the 
AAUW Progress in Equity Award, a 
Fulbright Scholar, a Woodrow Wilson 
Fellow, and author of a history of the 
Grand Rapids Ladies ' Literary Club. 
Throughout her 3-7-year career at Grand 
Valley, she has created and insisted 
upon a climate of academic excellence, 
said Linda Chown, coordinator of the 
Women and Gender Studies program. 
The Jordan award is bestowed annually 
at the WGS Festival to honor outstand-
ing scholarship and activity in women's 
studies. 
Photo by Dianne Carroll-Burdick 
Marlene Kowalski-Braun, left, and Mary Seeger 
received awards at the conclusion of the Women and 
Gender Studies Festival on March 19. 
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Across Campus 
Laker head of state 
visits Capitol Hill 
Nancee Miller, alumni relations director, met 
with the first Grand Valley alumnus to become 
a head of state, Tommy Remengesau, during a 
March 11 reception on Capitol Hill. 
Remengesau is the president of Palau. Several 
congressmen and Hersey Kyota, the ambassa-
dor of Palau to the U.S., hosted the reception. 
" It was fun and President Remengesau was 
exceedingly gracious," Miller said. "His first 
question to me was , 'How are the Lakers 
doing?"' 
Remengesau, class of '79, was elected presi-
dent of Palau on January 20, 2001. 
Palau is at the western end of the Caroline 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Archipelago in the Western Pacific and it is 
comprised of 200 islands, of which only nine 
are inhabited. The nearest landmasses are 
Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, and 
GVSU graduate Tommy Remengesau, presi-
dent of Palau, stands next to Nancee Miller, 
alumni relations director, at a reception in 
Washington, D.C. 
Guam. The total landmass is 170 square miles 
and the population is 18,500. 
'Lanthorn' garners awards 
After winning 19 Michigan Press Association 
awards earlier this year, the Grand Valley 
Lanthorn earned three additional awards at the 
Best of the Midwest College Newspaper 
Convention, held in Minneapolis. 
Lawrence Beery, faculty advisor of the 
Lanthorn and assistant professor of communi-
cations, said the campus newspaper earned 
first place in the special section category for 
its coverage of the Laker football team, third 
place for September 11 coverage, and 
honorable mention in the general excellence 
category. 
continued on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
Storm water management project 
continues in two parking lots 
Facilities Planning has scheduled parking lots M and N as the Allendale 
Campus' next storm water project. Water flowing through the lots will be 
gathered into a new series of storm sewers along the south side of the 
Calder Arts Center, enabling restoration of the slopes of the ravines and 
rehabilitation of the area. 
Work at these lots will 
progress through the 
summer. Faculty and 
staff members can expect 
regular announcements 
about project details and 
schedules. 
Alan Steinman, director 
of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, said 
storm water runoff 
occurs when natural 
drainage in a watershed 
cannot handle excess 
flows during precipita-
tion. 
"This runoff can impair 
the ecology of streams 
because of increased 
loads of sediments and/or 
nutrients," he said. 
James Moyer, director of 
Facilities Planning, said 
effective management of 
storm water runoff is 
Grand Valley's storm water management ini-
tiative helps protect the ravines (pictured) 
from excessive erosion and minimizes the 
amount of sediment carried to the Grand 
River. 
vital to preserving the natural beauty and character of the Allendale 
Campus. 
"All GVSU master plans have recognized the importance of protecting 
the ravines from excessive erosion and minimizing the amount of sedi-
ment carried to the Grand River," he said. "In the 1990s, the university 
began a more concerted effort to incorporate drainage control into all new 
construction projects and aggressively manage storm water runoff." 
Successful storm water control hinges on the ability to appropriately 
channel the flow of the water, efficiently manage the volume of water 
and/or slow the rate of water movement. GVSU methods have included: 
• Installation of underground storage/drainage pipes; 
• Reconfiguration of existing waterway or drainage systems; 
• Establishment of ponds to temporarily "park" runoff, allowing sediment 
to settle before the water flows to the Grand River. 
Storm water management projects range from $10,000 to more than 
$500,000. Projects can vary from diverting water to existing drainage 
systems to redesigning ponds. 
Facilities Planning launched a major storm water management initiative 
in 1997, completing 10 projects during the last five years that have 
impacted many buildings on the Allendale Campus. 
Questions about the initiative can be directed to Moyer at x3853. 
Murray addresses Allendale chamber 
President Mark A. Murray outlined the university 's growth into a residen-
tial campus before a luncheon meeting of the Allendale Chamber of 
Commerce on March 14. 
In his talk to the standing-room-only crowd of West Michigan business-
men and women, Murray suggested it was time to slow the growth of 
Grand Valley to keep the university 's focus on its strengths. 
"One of the great characteristics of Grand Valley is its sense of 
community," Murray said. "It's a nice size. We want to hold that and 
continue the quality we have now." 
Murray encouraged residents of the surrounding community to take 
advantage of the university 's proximity by attending sports and arts 
events. He also discussed Grand Valley's emphasis on "experiential learn-
ing" for students through study abroad opportunities, community service, 
and internships. 
"The opportunity to build up our great university and to do it in partner-
ship with the community is something I'm very excited about," Murray 
said. 
••• 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submiss ion 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffi ll, editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6 16-895-222!. 
Fax: 6 l 6-895-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
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Grand Valley State University is an affirma-
tive action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online 
publication, on the Web at: 
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
Education students leave for South Africa 
Eleven Grand Valley students are shown at the Gerald R. Ford International Airport, enroute to 
South Africa, where they will help teach classes in Stellenbosch schools during a six-week trip led 
by Ram Chattulani, associate professor of education, and Bob Hagerty, director of special pro-
grams. Hagerty said they also brought 700 elementary reading textbooks to donate to a school. 
The group is scheduled to return on April 30. Chattulani and Hagerty are pictured at the far left. 
What's Ahead 
Arts at Noon will feature chamber music, 
theater presentation 
On Tuesday, March 26, 
the Arts at Noon Series 
presents percussionist 
Michael Parola with the 
Core Ensemble in their 
production of "Tres 
Vidas," a new chamber 
music and theater work. 
"Tres Vidas" is based on 
the lives of three leg-
endary Latin American 
women: renowned 
Mexican painter Frida 
Kahlo, Argentinean poet 
Alfonsina Stomi, and 
Salvadoran peasant-
Percussionist Michael Paro/a will perform 
with the Core Ensemble on Tuesday. 
activ ist Rufina Amaya. The musical score wi ll include arrangements of 
popular and folk music from Latin America as well as works by tango 
master Astor Piazzola. 
The singing actress, performing in both English and Spanish, will portray 
the three heroines, accompanied by images of works by Kahlo, poetry 
from Storni, and passages from Amaya's testimony regarding the mas-
sacre of her village. The production begins at 12 noon at the Cook-
DeWitt Center. 
Guinier to speak on race and gender 
at Women's Council event 
Lani Guinier, the Harvard Law professor who became a household name 
in the mid-'90s amid a political firestorm over her nomination to head a 
civil rights post, will be the second lecturer brought to a local stage by 
the newly formed West Michigan Women's Studies Council. 
Guinier will speak on "Rethinking Race and Gender" at 7 p.m. on 
Monday, April 1, at the St. Cecilia Music Society, 24 Ransom St. NE in 
Grand Rapids. Her presentation is free and open to the public. 
Guinier rocketed into the public eye in 1993 when President Bill Clinton 
nominated her to lead the Civil Rights Division of the Department of 
Justice. The nomination was summarily withdrawn amidst heated politi-
cal wrangling and mistaken media portrayals of Guinier, who is African 
American, as a racial isolationist and a "quota queen." 
Since then, Guinier has continued to work closely with issues related to 
race and gender and in 1998 wrote a bestseller, Lift Every Voice: Turning 
a Civil Rights Setback into a New Vision of Social Justice. Guinier is also 
co-author of the recently published The Miner's Canary: Enlisting Race, 
Resisting Power, Transforming Democracy. 
Guinier's lecture is the second event presented by the WMWSC, a con-
sortium of area higher education professionals working together to 
increase awareness of gender issues and to enhance the lives of women in 
West Michigan. 
Solar energy topic of lecture sponsored 
by Geology Department 
The director of the Wisconsin Solar Use Network will address "Solar 
Energy into the Mainstream," at a lecture sponsored by Grand Valley's 
Geology Department. 
Niels Wolter, from MSB Energy Associates, in Madison, Wisconsin, is 
scheduled to speak on Monday, April 1, beginning at 7:15 p.m., in 102 
Loutit Lecture Hall. 
The Wisconsin Solar Use Network promotes the mainstream use of 
renewable energy, particularly photovoltaic systems. Wolter is responsible 
for leading collaborative efforts to update interconnection standards, and 
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analyzing the lifecyc le costs of photovoltaic systems. 
For more information, call x3728. 
Grand Valley women invited to speak up 
When the Women's Commission was established almost six years ago, 
neither the Office of Equity and Planning nor the Women 's Center exist-
ed. The presence of these new resources has demonstrated that the 
Women's Commission needs to redefine its mission in advocating for 
women's issues on campus. To assist in this process, the Women's 
Commission invites all campus women to participate in one of six foc us 
group discussions in early April. 
The focus groups, each led by two members of the commission, will dis-
cuss women's experiences on campus and how the commission might 
better advocate for changes to benefit women. Information gathered 
through these discussions will help the commission revise its mission 
statement and plan its agenda for the next academic year. 
Dates of the focus group discussions fo llow: 
• Tuesday, April 2, Kirkhof Center, Room 142, 5-6 p.m. 
• Wednesday, April 3, Kirkhof Center, Room 142, 4-5 p.m. 
• Thursday, April 4, 303C De Vos Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus, 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 
• Monday, April 8, Kirkhof Center, Room 142, 12 noon-I p.m. 
• Monday, April 8, Meijer Campus in Holland, 119 Meijer, 3-4 p.m. 
• Tuesday, April 9, 303C De Vos Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus, 
5-6 p.m. 
For more information, call Cindy Laug, chair of the Women's 
Commission, at x2266. 
Student Employee Appreciation Days 
celebrated in April 
The Student Employment Office is coordinating the Sixth Annual Student 
Employee Appreciation Days, April 8-14. This is the university 's way of 
saying thank you to its 1,700 student workers. 
Monday, April 8, is a day for campus departments to show appreciation 
to their student workers. Other events include the following: 
• Tuesday, April 9: Hot dog roast, 11 :30 a.m.-1 p.m., at the Cook Carillon 
Plaza, Allendale Campus, and University Club room, in the De Vos 
Center. 
• Wednesday, April 10: 12 noon-I :30 p.m., Dessert Day on both 
campuses, sponsored by the Clerical, Office and Technical Association. 
Call the Student Employment Office at x3765 for more information. 
Slate of international events 
highlighted by conference on Africa 
April's international events will be highlighted by a two-day conference 
on Africa sponsored by the Padnos International Center and African and 
African American Studies Program. For information about the following 
events, call x3898. 
• Wednesday, April 10, 4 p.m., Kirkhof Center, room 142. 
International Studies Research Forum: "The Theme of Return in 
Guatemalan Literature," with David Alvarez, assistant professor of English. 
• Friday and Saturday, April 12 and 13, Kirkhof Center, room 204. 
Conference on the State of Africa: Beyond False Starts. Hours are 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. on Friday and 9 a.m.-12 noon on Saturday. 
• Thursday, April 18, 4 p.m., Kirkhof Center, room 142. 
International Studies Research Forum, led by Kimmarie Murphy, assis-
tant professor of anthropology. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Mon.-Fri., March 25-29 
Building hours: 3-D Graphic Design Exhibit. 
Students exhibit their works for a 
collection, "Merkwiirdige Artefakte," of 
archaeological artifacts. CAC Atrium. 
Opening reception 4 p.m. , Monday, CAC. 
Mon., Mar. 25 
4 p.m.: International Research Forum. 
"Private Property and Agricultural 
Innovations in Mali." KC, Room 104. For 
information call x3898 . 
Tues., Mar. 26 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series. Percussionist 
Michael Parola with the Core Ensemble. 
CDC. For information call x3484. 
12 noon-I p.m.: Campus Wellness Lecture 
Series. "Reach For It: Stretching for 
Health." KC, Room 104. To register call 
x3659. 
Wed., Mar. 27 
10-11:30 a.m.: COT Development Committee 
Seminar. "DEW Drop: Diet, Exercise, 
Weight Maintenance." KC, Room 215, 
216. RSVP by calling x2215 . 
4 p.m.: International Studies Roundtable. 
"Reflections on Study Abroad 
Experiences." KC, Room 142. For infor-
mation call x3898 . 
Thurs., Mar. 28 
8:30-11 :30 a.m.: Regional Math and Science 
Center Workshop. Battle Creek Science 
Kits training sessions, "My Earth," for 
kindergarten. 225 PAD. For information 
call x2267. 
12:15 p.m.: Women's Center and Children's 
Center, Mommy Lunches. Food Court 
Atrium. Call x2748 for information. 
12:30-3:30 p.m. : Regional Math and Science 
Center Workshop. Battle Creek Science 
Kits training sessions, "Water Planet," for 
first grade. 225 PAD. For information call 
x2267. 
7 p.m.: Guest Artist Lecture. Nationally 
recognized graphic artist Jennifer Sterling. 
Loosemore Auditorium, De Vos Center, Pew 
Grand Rapids Campus. For information call 
x2564. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800 
Game times subject to change. 
Mon., Mar. 25 
3 p.m.: Softball at Oakland University, 
Rochester. 
VENTS 
Tues., Mar. 26 
1 p.m.: Baseball. University of Indianapolis at 
Grand Valley. 
3:30 p.m.: Men 's Tennis. Aquinas College at 
Grand Valley. 
Thurs., Mar. 28 
3 p.m.: Softball. Hope College at Grand 
Valley. 
Fri., Mar. 29 
12 noon: Baseball. Mercyhurst College at 
Grand Valley. 
3 p.m.: Softball at University of Findlay. 
Findlay, OH. 
4 p.m.: Men's Tennis at Mercyhurst College. 
Erie, PA. 
Sat., Mar. 30 
10 a.m.: Men's Tennis at University of 
Findlay. Findlay, OH. 
11 a.m.: Track and Field at Aquinas Open, 
Grand Rapids. 
12 noon: Baseball. Mercyhurst College at 
Grand Valley. 
1 p.m.: Softball at Ashland University. 
Ashland, OH. 
···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Lawrence Beery, faculty advisor of the Grand 
Valley Lanthorn and assistant professor of 
communications, presented a lecture, titled 
"Building Stronger Editorial Pages," and 
conducted a workshop, titled "Developing a 
Strategy for Advertising/Business Management 
of College Newspapers," at the 11th Annual Best 
of the Midwest College Newspaper Convention, 
in Minneapolis . He was also appointed vice 
president/president elect of the board of directors 
of the Michigan College Press Association, at 
the winter convention of the Michigan Press 
Association. 
Roger Ellis, professor of communications, 
presented a workshop on acting skills for the 
Community Theatre Association of Michigan in 
Howell. It was the first of an international series 
of performance art workshops that Ellis will be 
offering in the United States, Switzerland, 
Canada, and Germany this summer and fall. 
Peimin Ni, associate professor of philosophy, 
published a paper, titled "Practical Humanism of 
Xu Fuguan," in an anthology, Contemporary 
Chinese Philosophy, published by Blackwell 
Publishers. Ni also produced a television pro-
gram, titled "The Art of Chinese Calligraphy," 
which aired on GRTV. 
Patricia Clark, associate professor of English 
and GVSU poet-in-residence, wrote a poem, 
titled "Riverside Ghazal," which was published 
in the April issue of Atlantic Monthly. 
Salim Haidar, associate professor of 
mathematics, has been appointed by the Society 
for Industrial and Applied Mathematics, Great 
Lakes Section Board, as co-chairman of the 
Industry and Education Cooperation Committee. 
Rick Iadonisi, visiting assistant professor of 
English, presented a paper, titled '"Samuel 
Johnson/ls Under the Sea': The Politics of Jack 
Kerouac's Haiku," at the Popular Culture 
Association Conference in Toronto. 
Richard Stoetzel , assistant professor of music, 
served as a finalist judge for the National 
Trumpet Competition master 's division, high 
school division, and middle school division. The 
competition was held at George Mason 
University in Fairfax, Virginia. Stoelzel was also 
a featured performer at the gala concert. 
Cliff Welch, associate professor of history and 
coordinator of the Latin American Studies 
Program, was a visiting scholar at Berry College 
in Georgia, where he presented lectures on 
"Camponesas do Brasil: Women in Brazil 's 
Landless Laborers Movement," screened the 
documentary Grass War! Peasant Struggle in 
Brazil, and offered advice on starting a Latin 
American Studies Program at the college. 
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